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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
New community energy group completes its first solar installations in Newham 

** Mayor of Newham Rokhsana Fiaz attends launch event **
--- 
Community Energy Newham (CEN) has completed its first solar installations, which will begin to provide clean, low-carbon and lower-cost energy in the borough. Solar panels have been installed on two sites: East Ham Library and Beckton Globe Library. This event was marked on 25 October 2023, with a launch celebration at East Ham Library, attended by the Mayor of Newham, Rokhsana Fiaz OBE, along with other key partners, funders, supporters and local volunteers. 

CEN is set to add another solar array at Stratford Library in the coming months, and is in the process of investigating additional sites in the borough at which it hopes to install further solar arrays, focusing on schools and leisure centres. Taken together, the group’s planned installations have the potential to generate 2MW of solar energy capacity – enough to power about 620 London homes. * 
 
CEN is one of nine community energy co-operatives currently supported by Repowering London, a not-for-profit community energy development organisation that has been seeding solar energy projects in London for 10 years. Following a model developed by Repowering London, CEN is volunteer-led and profits generated through the sale of its energy will be fed back into local projects through a Community Fund. A Community Share Offer will be launched early next year and will be an opportunity for borough residents to invest in CEN and hold an active stake in its locally generated, renewable energy.  
 
Newham Council has been a key partner in the project, helping to find potential sites across the borough and creating bridges between CEN and key stakeholders.  
 
A funding first 
 
The installations were funded with the support of The Mayor of London and the London Legacy Development Corporation, and CEN is the first community energy group to benefit from Repowering Communities, a new asset-locked Community Benefit Society created by Repowering London to increase the speed and scale at which community-owned solar power can be installed. 
 
Repowering Communities is providing the finance to install and de-risk the project(s), allowing CEN to purchase the solar assets over time and according to its own fundraising schedule. This also removes the need for CEN to raise the projected installation costs of £137k all at once, allowing it to hold more inclusive and open share offers that allow the greatest number of Newham residents to take ownership of and benefit from the installation of renewable energy assets. 
 
The development of CEN and Repowering Communities both support Repowering London’s goal of installing an additional 5MW of community-owned energy in London over the next five years. Repowering London has recently launched a ‘London Solar City’ campaign (#LondonSolarCity), which aims to inspire more Londoners to take an active role in creating a clean, fair energy future for London through involvement with community-owned solar energy.  
 
Comment
 
Dave Fuller, Community Solar Director, Repowering London and Managing Director, Repowering Communities: 
“It's exciting to be supporting the residents of Newham to take ownership of their energy future. This is the first stage of a project in partnership with the Newham Council to support everyone in Newham to benefit from the journey to net zero. Repowering London is focused on demonstrating that the fight against climate change can bring positive impacts to all our communities if done correctly. Our work in Newham is another example of that and we expect to be doing much more in the borough and across London in the coming months.” 
 
Jacob Heitland, Director of Climate Action, Newham Council: “We’re thrilled to be rolling out the Community Energy Newham project with our partner Repowering London. As the council works to deliver a just transition across the borough, we are enabling both an energy system that is renewables-led while ensuring residents can participate in and – more importantly – benefit from our move to greener energy. Alongside a host of community engagement activities on the issues of energy ownership, including energy efficiency and solar panel-making workshops, we’re looking forward to working in partnership to roll out this crucial work across Newham.” 
 
*Calculation based on: The average amount of electricity generated by a Repowering London project in a given year; and Ofgem's estimate of the amount of electricity used annually by a typical household in England, Scotland, and Wales. 
 --- 

For more information contact: Caitlin Mackesy Davies, Communications Manager, Repowering London, caitlin.mackesydavies@repowering.org.uk 
 
Images: To request photography of the East Ham Library installation and launch event email caitlin.mackesydavies@repowering.org.uk  
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Notes for editors 
 
Community Energy Newham: learn more at www.repowering.org.uk/newham  
 
About Repowering London: Repowering London is a not-for-profit community energy development organisation that has been empowering communities to fund, install and manage their own clean, local energy for a decade. We believe that putting people at the heart of the energy system is the key to fighting the climate emergency, building resilient communities and promoting technological innovation that will democratise the energy system. Learn more at www.repowering.org.uk 
 
About Repowering Communities: London communities face crippling fuel costs and the effects of climate change have become ever clearer. That’s why Repowering London has developed this ground-breaking fast-track financing pathway for installing urban solar energy. Repowering Communities has agreed a £1.5m loan facility with social impact lenders the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation and Trust for London. This allows Repowering Communities to install solar assets across London on behalf of local community groups. These assets will then be held in trust for the local group until it is able to raise the capital required to purchase the assets. Learn more at www.repowering.org.uk/repowering-communities or download our FAQ. 
 
About #LondonSolarCity: Repowering London has been Creating Local Energy for 10 years, enabling more than 700kWp of community-owned solar capacity. Now we want to inspire and support Londoners to do even more. We have a bold vision for how our city could be transformed by solar energy and renewable technologies. With the help of Repowering Communities our aim is to rapidly scale up London’s locally owned renewable energy capacity. This includes:  
 
· Raising £3.5m to spend on London’s rooftops.  
· Generating more than £750k for locally managed Community Funds that support local projects 
· Educating or training c300 young Londoners, inspiring them to pursue work on low-carbon industries and safeguard our climate future.  
· Support the Londoners most affected by our broken energy system, for instance by installing ~1MW of community solar on social housing blocks and enabling residents to purchase community-generated energy at prices lower than those available from National Grid suppliers  
· Extend our partnerships with property owners, businesses, and local councils so that they can think creatively about how their buildings can host solar installations that improve lives and secure London’s low-carbon future 
 
Learn more at www.repowering.org.uk/london-solar-city 
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